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Warrior Hike: A journey home for soldiers ‘walking off the war’
In 2012, two Marines who 

had recently returned from 
overseas duty passed through 
Franklin on the inaugural 
Warrior Hike. 

Marine Corps captains 
Mark Silvers and Sean 
Gobin founded Warrior Hike 
in 2011 and hiked all 2,185 
miles of the Appalachian 
Trail while raising $50,000 
to purchase adapted vehicles 
for seriously wounded vet-
erans.

This past weekend, eight 
veterans continued that 
legacy. As with prior year’s 
hikers, the eight combat vet-
erans faced snow during the 
first stage of the trip, which 
began at the Appalachian 
Trail terminus in Springer 
Mountain, Ga.

Hailing from different 

states, different branches of 
service and ranging in age 
and background, the eight 
hikers taking part in the 2014 
Warrior Hike stopped in 
Franklin Friday, March 28, to 
enjoy some of the Trail Days 
celebration. The hikers were 
sponsored by VFW Post 7339 
and The American Legion 
post 108. 

The chance to “decom-
press” on the hike — to 
have time to think and pro-
cess, and to be around oth-
ers who have been through 
the same thing, is an impor-
tant opportunity, said hiker 
Joe Young.

To learn more about the 
Warrior Hike, make dona-
tions, or follow along on the 
hikers’ trip, visit www.war-
riorhike.com.
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After enjoying dinner provided by the Franklin Veterans of Foreign Wars Friday eve-
ning, soldiers participating in the 2014 Warrior Hike posed with Terry Houglum’s M35 

Deuce-and-a-half military vehicle. VFW Post 7339 sponsored the hikers, assisting 
with food, lodging and transportation.

2014 Warrior Hike participants Jesse Swensgard, Jamey Pierson, Joe Young, Cecil 
Thayer, Calvin Hall, Cosmo Brown, Matthew Donnelly and Todd Rogers wrap up in 
the colorful quilts made for them by the Smoky Mountain chapter of Quilts of Valor. 
The quilts were presented during a breakfast held at the American Legion Post 108 
in Franklin in honor of the hikers.

Top SCC students paid respects to the Warrior Hikers. 
Middle, Todd Rogers leaves his signature behind as he 
passes through Franklin.  All eight Warrior Hikers signed 
Terry Houglum’s M35 Deuce-and-a-half military vehicle. 
Bottom, Jesse Swensgard enjoys time with his daughter 
Sophia, 11 months, during dinner at the Franklin VFW.

Warrior Hikers
Eight 2014 Warrior 
Hikers visited Franklin 
during the Trail Days 
weekend.

• Joe Young, Army 
National Guard
• Jamey Pierson, USAF
• Jesse “The Viking” 
Swensgard, Alaska Air 
National Guard
• Cecil “Stitch” Thayer, 
USMC and Ohio National 
Guard
• Cecil “Pops” Hall, 
USMC
• Cosmo Brown, Army
• Matthew “Machine” 
Donnelly, Navy
• Todd “Big Foot” 
Rogers, USMC


